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What Constitutes Good Preaching 


“Tt is not enough or even Christian to proclaim the deeds, the life, 
and the sayings of Christ as mere historical facts. The knowledge of these 
things is not enough for the conduct of our lives. But this is the fashion 
of many of those who are regarded as our best preachers. It is far less 
sufficient to leave out Christ and teach instead the laws and decrees of 
men. A good many study and preach Christ in order that they may move 
people to sympathize with Him, to hate the Jews, or some similar non- 
sense. Instead Christ ought to be preached that faith may be established 
in Him, that He may be Christ—for you and for me, that He Himself 
may be effectual in us. This kind of faith is created and preserved in us 
by preaching on why Christ came, what He brings to us, and how it 


benefits us to accept Him.” 


—Maartin Lutuer, from The Freedom of a Christian, 1520 


Attention! 
Women of the Church 


See Special Article on Studies in First Peter, Page 14 
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ORIAL 


There Is a Battle, but— 
There Is Also Victory 


Christ, the Church, individual Christians and 
everything which stems from the Christian faith 
runs counter to the world system in which we 
find ourselves. For that reason it is impossible 
for true Christianity to be popular with the 
world. 


The coming Kingdom is not a gradual amal- 
gamation of this present world with the King- 
dom of God but the destruction of Satan and 
his work and the complete triumph of right- 
eousness through the King of Righteousness, 
Jesus Christ. 


The inescapable fact that we are engaged in 
a mortal conflict is one which should be self- 
evident to all Christians and it is on a clear 
understanding of this far-reaching truth that 
the believer goes forth to battle. 


There are three things we must face: the fact 


of the conflict; the source of the conflict; and, 


the source of victory. 


The fact: 


Beginning in the third chapter of Genesis 
and running through the entire Bible there is 
seen the reality of sin, its presence and its effect. 
From the written Word we know that sin is 
rebellion against God and that its virus has 
infected all mankind. 


The fact of sin is furthermore borne out by 
bitter experience. We find its evidence all 
about us and from within our hearts we find 
this same urge to think and do that which is 
wrong. 


Furthermore history, ancient and contem- 
porary, proves that education, environment and 
worldly advantages have no effect on the basic 
fact of sin itself—the cultured, wealthy, edu- 
cated pagan of our advanced civilization being 
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capable of the same gross sins of the flesh. as 
are the underprivileged savages of the re. 
mote places of the earth. In fact, culture itself 
can augment those sins of the spirit (pride, 
envy, jealousy, selfishness, etc.) which are also 
a part of man’s estrangement from and rebellion 
against God. 


The source: 


Man is not left to vain speculation as to the 
source of evil. Back in that same third chapter 
of Genesis there appears that malignant per- 
sonality, Satan, the embodiment of all that is 
evil and the instigator of any and everything 
which lifts itself up against God. 


Rather than to indulge in unprofitable im- 
agination let us accept that which the Bible 
teaches about Satan and his works and armed 
with that knowledge look for the God-given an- 
swer. That his origin goes back into the mys- 
teries of antiquity is obvious. That he rebelled 
against God is also obvious. That he is a liar 
and the father of lies is the affirmation of our 
Lord Himself. That he is unceasing in his ef- 
forts against man, instigating to sin, accusing us 
before God, going about as a roaring lion: all 
of this and much more we learn from the 
Scriptures. 


The reality of his work is on every hand. We 
have but to look about us and we see his handi- 
work. Every newspaper tells of his activities. 
That men are his dupes and agents is obvious. 
That he is a supernatural being should make 
us fear him. That he is our vindictive enemy 
should be a constant warning. 


The source of victory: 


As God has revealed to us the fact of sin; 
as He has told us the source of sin; so too He 
has revealed to us the source of victory. Going 
back to this same third chapter of Genesis there 
is the first intimation of Satan’s doom and from 
that time on there is unfolded for man to know 
and understand the glorious fact that God has 
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made full provision for man’s dilemma—a sin- 
ful nature, sinful surroundings and an ever ac- 


tive enemy—by sending His Son to give both — 


redemption, cleansing and victory. 


Living in an environment hostile to God and 
His Christ it is nevertheless possible for the 
Christian to experience newness of life in Christ, 
life which begins now and which has no end. 


Our victory is a supernatural one, given to us 
by a supernatural Person, through the super- 
natural work of His redemption on the Cross. 


All of which makes the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
the most glorious message in all the world. 
Through it we know the background of our 
environment, the enemy with which we have 
to deal, and the One who gives us the complete 
victory. | 


We need neither be fearful nor discouraged 
because of the battle in which we find our- 
selves. The victory is sure, but only for those 
who commit their lives and their all to the 
Victor. 

| —L.N. B. 


Salvation: By Law or By Gospel 


The following appears on the second page of 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK apparently 
with the approval of the Editor thereof: 


“Is it the Protestant belief that Jewish people 
who do not accept Christ are lost? 


Marion: As they do on many other matters, 
members of our Protestant churches differ wide- 
ly in their views at this point. If the question 
means, are Jewish people going to be con- 
demned to some kind of eternal punishment 
because they don’t accept Christ as he is defined 
in Protestant theology, then my own answer 


would have to be no—and I would make the 


“no” as emphatic as possible. 


The New Testament gives no support to the 


belief that a person’s destiny, in this world or 


the next, hinges on whether he accepts some 
church’s officially spelled-out description of the 
life and work of Jesus Christ. In Jesus’ own 
view, the big test of man’s worth (and the 
crucial test) is the quality of his spirit and the 
kind of fruits in life which his heart and spirit 
produce. The greatest commandment, Jesus 


said, is this: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and thy neighbor as 
thyself.” Any one who honestly and actively 
tries to meet that test, whether Jew or Gentile, 
Mohammedan, Buddhist or Christian, need have 
no uneasiness about the next world. God will 
deal with him in ways that are no less fair than 
our own best ways, and will do him no injustice.” 


In reply we would ask is eternal salvation a 
matter of law or of Gospel, of man’s worth or of 
God’s grace, of the quality of one’s own spirit 
or of the obedience and suffering of Jesus 
Christ as the sinner’s substitute and representa- 
tive? 


If a Buddhist were a real follower of Gauta- 
ma he would not love God with all his soul for 
Buddha scoffed at the idea of a Creator and 
denied the existence of a soul. If he were a 
Confucian, he would be a gnostic concerning God 
and busy with the economic and domestic re- 
lations among men. If he were a real Old ‘Testa- 
ment child of God he would not divorce the 
law from its foundation in God’s gracious cov- 
enant relationship to His chosen people. There 
is a brief statement of God’s gracious bringing 
of His people into covenant fellowship with 
Himself prior to the Ten Commandments and 
to the summary of the First Commandment in 
Deuteronomy. In the first one reads: “I am the 
LORD thy God who hath brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bon- 
dage.” In the latter case it reads:” Hear, O 
Israel the LORD (Jehovah) is one God, the 
LORD alone, and (that is, therefore or ac- 
cordingly) thou shalt love the LORD thy God 


- with all thy heart.” Out of God’s gracious 


drawing of Israel to Himself in the covenant 
of redeeming mercy comes the call to love and 
obey God in gratitude for His deliverance and 
His prior love. 


This note which is abbreviated in the Old 
Testament is elaborated in the New. “By the 
mercies of God”, in Romans 12:1, the Apostle 
means all that he has set forth of the Gospel in 
the first eleven chapters as the motive calling 
Christians to present themselves living sacri- 
fices to God. In John 3.16; in Romans five; 
and in First John there is set forth the wonder 
of God’s love that led Him to give His only 
begotten Son for us. God’s grace came in Jesus 
Christ. He is the source and channel of our 
forgiveness, and the redemption He wrought 
vindicates God as just when He forgives our 
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sins. Now this marvelous redeeming love moves 
us to love Him with all our hearts. We love Him 
and others, because He first loved us. Without 
the Gospel there is no adequate motive for our 
love toward either God or man. Our imperfect 
love is an indication that we trust His perfect 
love for us. The ground of our salvation is 
not the love we exercise, but the love we trust 
—not our love for God but His love for us 
in Christ Jesus: His coming to be our brother, 
His life ef loving obedience, His death for our 
sins, His Resurrection for our justification. 


—Wm.C. R. 


Needed—Politics on Christian 
Principles 


America needs a new political party, an align- 
ment of men and women who put principle 
and issues above present party alignment, a 
coalition of people who consider ideals more 
important than partisan politics. 


As now constituted, partisan politics often 
make a travesty of individual thinking and ac- 
tion. The blind following of one party is as 
unrealistic as any other form of following a 
leadership, the goal of which is not known. 


When one considers Southern and Northern 
Democrats uniting under one standard it is an 
utter absurdity. When one considers the ex- 
tremes to be found within the banner of Repub- 
licanism it is equally absurd. 


“Party regularity’ implies a willingness to go 
along regardless of what principles may be in- 
volved. Readily admitting the desirability of 
the two party system the best interests of the 
nation are served when men and women vote 
intelligently, not blindly. 


At the present time, within both major politi- 
cal parties, there are men who perpetuate them- 
selves in office by catering to the demands of 
pressure groups and in so doing are in grave 
danger of jeapordizing our national life. Deficit 
spending, the result of pressures from labor, 
vested interests, veterans, farmers, etc. etc. Is 
part and parcel of the general picture. 


We believe there are millions of Americans 
who are more concerned about our national 
welfare, including national solvency, than about 
personal advantage.. It is high time that these 
individuals find for themselves spokesmen who 
will galvanize public opinion and secure ad- 
equate political action and safeguards before 
inflation takes yet further toll. 


The present selfishness of many politicians, is 
in itself but a reflection of the selfishness 
and shortsightedness of individual voters and 
blocs of voters. 
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The Christian should be the best citizen in 
the nation. He should be informed and un. 
selfish. Where possible he should offer himself 
for office and in so doing spell out the dif. 
ference between statesmanship and political ex. 
pediency; between legislation for pressure 
groups (regardless of who they may be), and 
legislation which is for the common good. 


Most news analysts and editors agree that the 
recent elections have demonstrated that the 
American people want more benefits from the 
government and more government in the af- 
fairs of the people. If this is true and Congress 
shifts more and more towards a socialized state 
the very thing which contributed to America’s 
greatness could well be sacrificed for a mess of so- 
cialistic pottage—and what a mess!! 


There is much talk of the “common good” 
but only too often it means a generalized se- 
curity bought at the price of personal freedom. 
Once let the privilege and opportunity of per- 
sonal achievement, and the rewards of that 
achievement, be smothered under a demand to 


protect the laggard, the inefficient and the 


saboteur of production, and a mortal blow has 
been struck to national life and progress. 


Yes, America needs a new political party— 
men and women who will vote for the right, 
regardless of the cost; and, regardless of the 
party. 

—L. N. B. 


The Sunday School Times’ 
100th Anniversary 


Not many living papers in the United States 
can lay claim to 100 years of continuous pub- 
lication. Among the many thousands listed in 
the 1958 edition of “N. W. Ayer & Son’s Di- 
rectory of Newspapers and Periodicals,’ only 
46 religious periodicals and newspapers are 
shown as having been established as long as 
The Sunday School Times, a weekly paper 
published in Philadelphia. 


The first issue of the Times was dated Jan- 
uary 1, 1859 and it is planned to make the Jan- 


_uary 3, 1959 a special Centenary Number. In this 


issue there will be pictures of:some of the early 
publishers and editors, of the present directors 
and executives, of the present staff of office 
workers, and of the Sunday school lesson writers. 


A specially prepared article will outline the 


principal events in the paper’s past, and an an- 
nouncement will tell of some of the new features 
that are planned for the days ahead. 


In addition to the regular features, writers 


of the Sunday school lesson helps and of other | 


special departments will tell in this Centenary 
Number what it has meant to them to have had 
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a part in the long ministry of the paper. There 
will also be a photographic reproduction of 


the first page of the first issue of the Times. 


and a description of the contents of this first 
issue. | 


Although The Sunday School Times began 
as, and still is, peculiarly a Sunday school peri- 
odical, its ministry has always been much broad- 
er than its name might suggest. It touches al- 
most every phase of Christian work and Bible 
study, and it is relied upon by its constituency 
for its conservative stand, its articles on Bible 


_ study, for authoritative information on difficult 


Bible passages, appraisals of the latest books of 
interest to church and Sunday school workers, 
Christian news around the world, and the latest 
in Sunday school methods. 


As might be expected, this Centenary Number 
will be printed on special paper and will have 
an extra circulation that, with its regular cir- 
culation, will reach a total of at least 72,000 
copies. Specimen copies of this unusual 100th 
Anniversary issue of the Times may be had for 
the asking. Address ‘The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


The Sunday School Times for Bible students, 
teachers and Sunday school workers 1s doubtless 
the best known and most universally used atd 
to Bible study in the world today. It goes to 
the far corners of the earth and has a world- 
wide circulation. The Journal is glad to give 
space to this most interesting announcement, 
and we wish the time-honored magazine “A 
Happy Birthday” and continued success in 
its fileld—if not another century—then “Until 
He comes’.—Editors. 


The Beauty of Holiness 


To be beautiful a thing must be perfect. 
We speak of a beautiful sunset, or a beautiful 
rosebud, or a beautiful day. We mean there 
is nothing to mar, to disfigure. I have a book 
which I like very much. It is called A Face 
Illumined. The heroine of the story had a 
lovely face except for one thing: there seemed 
to be no woman’s heart revealed. As the story 
develops we find that through Christ she re- 
ceives a new heart and this makes her face 
shine with a new radiance. I believe a great 
many of the so-called “‘beauties” in the world 
need to have this illumination. Sooner or later 
the heart will reveal itself in the face. 


Sin is the ugliest thing in the world. I was 
just reading in the paper of a revolting crime, 
so horrible it makes one wonder what has 
come over our modern world. On one of the 
roads I travel—or used to travel—a great deal, 
is a tree which at one time was a lovely sight, 
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but it died, and the other day I saw where it 


had been pushed over by the workers on the 
road. There it lies with a black rotten heart, 
an ugly eye-sore by the side of the road. I 


_know of a home where the spirit of hate has 


spoiled its beauty. I know of another where 
alcohol has ruined its happiness. Sin in any 
form is an ugly thing. 


God can take an ugly thing and make it 
beautiful. ‘The Gadarene demoniac was an 
ugly person until Christ cast out the evil spirit 
and sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed in his 


right mind, he presents a lovely picture. Christ 


makes us beautiful in two ways: First, we are 
Justified, and then we are Sanctified. In the 
one, all our sins are pardoned and we are ac- 
cepted as righteous in His sight, because of 
the righteousness of Christ, imputed to us 
and received by faith alone. Second, we are 
Sanctified. We are renewed in the whole man 
after the image of Christ, and are enabled 


more and more to die unto sin and live unto 


righteousness. Both are of God. One is an act; 
the other a process. Jacob was converted either 
at Bethel, or at Peniel, but it took a long time 
to make a “prince with God” out of him. 


Let us never be satisfied until God makes us 
beautiful. The New Jerusalem will be full of 
beautiful people for they will have the “beauty 
of holiness.” 

—jJ. K. P. 


A Thought on Prayer 


Is prayer primarily a petition to God or 
should it be a conversation with God? That 
question sums up one of the great faults of 
the average Christian’s prayers. It also probably 
accounts for the fact that so many prayers are 
unanswered. They shouldn’t be. 


Prayer should not be a monologue. It should 
be a dialogue. 


“Oh Lord” we pray “help me and my wife 
and my son John”, and when we are in a de- 
pression we pray “help my business” and when 
we are sick we pray “help me to get well”. But 
perhaps it isn’t best that we be helped. Per- 
haps God in His infinite fore-knowledge knows 
that it is best that we be laid prostrate, flat 


on our backs, both physically and economically 


so that we MUST look up to Him. Many of 
us do not look upwards any other time. Man — 


doesn’t need to be laid prostrate when he is 


standing upright spiritually but rather when he 
is standing upright in his own strength phys- 
ically and economically. 


Shouldn’t our prayers be thus? “Our Father 
in heaven speak to me. Tell me Thy will for 
me. Evidence to me, Oh God, the things thou 
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would have me do. Help me in my trouble 
if it be Thy will, but if it be for the best that 
I not be helped, then, Oh Lord, give me pa- 
tience to wait on Thee and let me remember 
that thou chastenest those that Thou lovest for 
their own good.” Even Jesus Himself prayed 
that way, saying, “Father, if thou be willing, 
remove this cup from me: nevertheless, not my 
will, but thine be done’”’. 


Then finally, this manner of prayer makes 
us more God-conscious. When we are talking 
to anyone we are not as conscious of their 
presence as when we are talking with them. 
And often we are benefited more in the listening 


than in the speaking. 
—R. LeC. 


The First Men’s Meeting 


Jesus was there. He was the Guest of Honor. 


He accepted Matthew’s invitation and rubbed 
elbows with publicans and sinners. It was the 
first men’s meeting in the Christian era. His 
enemies thought Jesus made a mistake by as- 
sociating with publicans and sinners. Perhaps 
they criticize Matthew for wasting so much 
money on a feast when a fish and a loaf of 
bread would have sufficed. Matthew was throw- 
ing away his money and who ever heard of a 
Messiah breaking bread with hated publicans 
and despised sinners? 


Jesus was there. His disciples were there. 
Matthew was a proud, happy and beaming host. 
These were his new friends and he introduced 
them to his old friends. He had spared no 
expense in bringing together the new and the 
old. In his own home, too. The feast was 
costly, but Jesus had approved it. 


When our Lord touched Matthew’s shoulder 
and said, “Follow me,” the tax collector, like 
all new disciples of Christ even to this day, 
had a desire in his heart to present the Son of 
God to those who needed Him most. In the 
words of Peter Marshall, he wanted to say, 
“Mr. Jones, meet the Master.” 


In our time we spin our wheels when men’s 
meetings in many churches are attended only 
by elders, deacons and a few other members of 
the congregation. No publicans and _ sinners 
are invited. Call it Matthew’s feast, monthly 
dinner, covered-dish supper, picnic, watermelon 
cutting or fish fry—the object is the same, to 
present the publicans and sinners to Jesus. 
Matthew believed that a free meal was his best 
opportunity to bring the sinners into the pres- 
ence of our Lord. Likewise, men’s meetings 
‘today will offer proof to the lost (if they are 
invited and attend) that the church will not 
bite them. It may be a back door entrance, be- 
cause they avoid the front door, but remember 


PAGE 6 


Matthew’s home was not a temple. The method 
and purpose may be the same. 


We do not know the result of Matthew’s 
feast but we like to assume that a few hearts 
were touched and at least one person was saved. 
It can happen in your church, too. 


When you plan your meeting, follow the 
first essential Matthew laid down—make certain 
that the Guest of Honor is invited. He will 
be there. The Holy Spirit will bless your effort. 


—Ralph Brewer 


Quemoy—A Principle 


The October 8th issue of the Sou. Journal 
has just reached me here. I am one who desires 
to register distinct disapproval of what you 
have written in “Quemoy-A Principle.” On the 
top of page 5 are the words, “But an all-out 
use of force right now will in all probability 
avert a war, rather than precipitate one.” ‘There 
are many things one could say about that 
sentence. I could view it as a war veteran 
of some five years service. I could view it from 
the stand point of one who might have to serve 
if this standpoint prevailed . . . However, | 
wish to look at it as a Christian ery on 
the edge of the area in dispute. 


Dr. Bell, what is your attitude toward War 
as a Christian? Are we.as frail humans to take 
it upon ourselves to decide when to initiate a 
conflict . . . for the good of mankind .. - 
Your poem on the same page is excellent. I echo 
its sentiments, but I feel that the theology ex- 
pressed therein is in contradiction to the senti- 
ment and theology underlying your editorial. 


Christians can and must fight Communism. 
That fight is going on, and is often successful. 
These successes are seldom if ever publicized. 
The G I is in the churches at home. The line 
is drawn out here and extends through my area. 
As the GI in the foxhole, we’ve got to be on 
our knees in this battle. In this case though, 
there’s a difference. As with Gideon, we’re com- 
mitting it to God. 


Yours with real appreciation for your great 
Christian testimony throughout the years, — 
(Signed) Harold Borchert 
Kochi City, Japan 


Dear Dr. Bell: 

_ One of the worst things in the country today 
is the flippant way in which the untutored citi- 
zen will criticize the administration on foreign 
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policy. The idea of all Americans standing t- 
gether against the Reds who present a solid 
front doesn’t seem to penetrate. 


It is only within the last year that I have be- 
gun to fear that we might lose out in this fight 
against Communism. If some of my friends 
would look back they would realize that the 
first things a Red conqueror does is to take 
over the banks, life insurance and homes of the 
recent opposition. Then follows the liquidation 


which seems to them to present a threat. These 


men are bloody murderers; they are not leaders 
of a normal member of the family of nations. 
Please keep up your good work. 
With every good wish and warmest regards, 
Sincerely, 
(Signed) ROBERT EICHELBERGER 
General U. S. Army, Retired. 
| Asheville, N. C. 
RLE /vcw 


Reply 

We deeply respect both of these. writers. It 
is our conviction that much of the world’s trou- 
ble today stems from our compromise with Com- 
munism. Communism knows no restraint other 
than force. It 1s the implacable foe of all that 


_ we stand for. Every concession to Communist 


pressure 1s a compromise with evil.. | 
: —L. N. B. 


3401 Brook Road 
Richmond, Virginia 
November 15, 1958 


The Editor 


The Southern Presbterian Journal 


Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Sir: 


I feel that one should be frank about honest 
opinions, and for that reason I wish to express 
- — feelings concerning a recent issue of the 
ournal. 


First, I want to thank you very heartily for the 
fine article on Presbyterian Worship and Archi- 
tecture (October 29, p. 5). This article did more 
to stimulate and clarify my thinking than any 
other I can recall, and I agree wholeheartedly. 

Secondly, I wish simply to express a convic- 
tion from personal experience, with whatever rele- 
vance it may have to your article (same issue) 
on the “Christian Faith and Life” curriculum. The 


study of the Bible by the methods of higher — 


criticism has led me, contrary to your conclusions, 
to an increasingly firmer conviction of the inspira- 
tion of the Scripture, the absolute and _ uncondi- 
tional truth of the Word of God, and the perfect 


deity and humanity of Jesus Christ. | 


With thanks for your generous provision of 
subscriptions to the Journal for the students here, 


I am 
Sincerely yours, 


Curtis Patterson 
Union Theological Seminary 
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Synonym for Happiness—for Others 


J 
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is JUST the time, when Christmas 
Cheer abides 

To fill the needs of those who’ve 
served Him all their lives. 


is OTHER times—in years gone 
by—when filled with youth 

They led us to the King’s Highway, 
and pointed out His truth. 


is YEARLY—only once a year does 
such a privilege come 

To you, to me, to have a share in 
helping everyone. 


is GENEROSITY—let’s give a little 
more, 

For food is higher, clothes are high- 
er—who dares to keep the score? 


is INTEREST—be concerned—ac- 
cept this responsibility, 

And fill this channel of our Church 
with your ability. 

is the FIVE HUNDRED — and 
TWENTY-FOUR more — who 
look to us for care, 

And ask not only sustenance, but 
also your love and prayer. 


is THANKFUL hearts, saying to 
each who shares, 

“May the Lord bless you and keep 

you, for thru you we know He 


cares.” 


Give Generously to 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Administered by 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
341-C Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E. 


Atlanta 8, Georgia 


Charlee J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
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By James E. Fogartie, Pastor 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church 


Editors Note: Last week Dr. Fogartie gave 
impressions of the Billy Graham team and the 
city-wide effect of the Crusade. This week he 
writes more particularly of what happened and 
is happening in one church which fully co- 
operated in the Crusade. 


“What are you doing out here?” was the 
question directed to this writer one evening at 
the Charlotte Coliseum, prior to the beginning 
of one of the services, by a minister from a near- 
by city. Further conversation as to the reason 
prompting the inquiry led to the disclosure 
that the minister had supposed that a so-called 
“Strong church would hardly participate in 
such a venture.” The answer to this query, by 
the way, was that the church served by the 
writer needed the Crusade as much as any 
church. And it did! Yet the purpose of this 
report is not to delve into such questions as 
it is to relate what the Crusade has meant thus 
far in the life of one particular congregation. 


It is at once obvious that the final story can- 
not now be told. That must come later. How- 
ever, there are some things that can now be 
told which are an indication of the tremendous 
impact made by the Billy Graham Crusade. 


At the outset, there are individuals whose 
lives have been transformed. These folk come 
from every walk of life. Some are young, others 
older; yet change there has been. The writer 
has had the privilege of visiting with men and 
women who said that while they have been 
members of the church for a long time, they 
have, for the first time, found a vital relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ. Others say very openly 
that a new dimension of the Christian faith has 
been opened to them. Among these are of- 
ficers in the church, teachers in the Church 
School, circle Bible leaders. Heretofore, they 
confess, they have been“playing at Christianity.” 
Now, the Lord Christ is real to them. There 
are other people to whom the Christian life 
has been only a part of life. Christ has not had 
first place. Life has been full of compromise, of 
trying to serve “God and mammon.” Prayer 
has not been real. The Bible has not been the 
“living” Word of God. Worship has been dull 
and uninteresting, and the idea of a Christian 
witness had been relegated to the clergy, if it 
was considered at all. | 


Many confess that the idea of a Crusade had 
not appealed to them especially. —There was no 
opposition; rather the notion that such a ven- 
ture was good for other people. 
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How, it may be asked, did such folk come to 
this new relationship? The answer is not simple 
nor is it brief. Perhaps it can best be answered 
in this way. The Billy Graham Crusade was 
not just preaching evangelism. ‘That it was 
indeed, and throughout the five weeks there 
was, at the Coliseum, the faithful and earnest 
proclamation of the Gospel of God. But there 
was more! Radio and Television were utilized 
to the fullest—and in a most effective manner. 
Prayer groups and devotional services in busi- 
ness and industry brought men and women to 
the point of thoughtful consideration as to their 
relationship to Christ. Assemblies in the several 
schools of the area did likewise with young peo- 
ple. Tam members made themselves available 
and took every opportunity to work with in- 
dividuals. And here it must be said that the 
personal dedication of the members of the 
Billy Graham Team and their willingness to 
go anywhere, to talk to anyone, was a signal 
contribution to the work of the Crusade. 


Moreover, after-meetings held in homes about 
the city of Charlotte were a powerful medium 
through which the Spirit of God worked. To 
these gatherings came many who would not go 
to the Coliseum. Light refreshments were fol- 
lowed by a word from the writer, his colleague, 
or some concerned person. Then a team mem- 


ber, usually Joseph Blinco or Leighton Ford, | 


spoke to the group. Their “talks”, simple and 
yet profound, brought the hearers to the point 
of thoughtful consideration of the place of 
Jesus Christ in their lives. A period of quiet 
meditation and prayer concluded the “formal” 
activities. However, at every gathering many 
remained, often until well past midnight, to 
question and to discuss the meaning of the 
Christian life. From these meetings came many 
decisions for a new commitment to Christ. 


Then, the story cannot be told without re- 
lating what took place in the services of the 
writer’s church the Sunday following the close 
of the Crusade. At each of the two morning 
services of worship, an invitation to come for- 
ward in commitment to Christ was given fol- 
lowing the sermon. This invitation was extend- 
ed not only to those who had gone forward at 
the Coliseum, but to those who desired, in their 
own church, to commit themselves anew to 
Jesus Christ, and to any who desired to claim 
Him, for the first time, as Saviour and Lord. 
Frankly, the response overwhelmed both the 
writer and his colleague. Standing in the pul- 
pit that day, the sight was one to gladden the 
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heart of any minister. From every quarter they 
came, deacons and elders, stately matrons, suc- 
cessful business executives, young married cou- 
ples, social leaders, young people. The num- 
bers are not important, nor is the question of 
whether this sort of thing had been done before. 
There was no persuading, no emotional appeal, 
no request to support the ministers and the 
church, no apology. Rather there was a simple 
invitation to come forward in commitment to 
Jesus Christ. Certainly it must be added that 
in those sacred moments the writer, though 
standing in the pulpit, committed himself anew 
to the high calling of the Gospel ministry. This 


was, in the words of the Psalmist, “the Lord’s | 


doing,” and it was marvelous. 


Attendance at the services of worship has in- 


creased, and there appears to be a “new hear- 
ing” of the proclamation of the Word. The in- 
auguration of the Family Night Series of dinners 
with study sessions brought a splendid response 
and an eagerness to study the Bible. — 


Billy Graham himself has often said that the 


-hardest work comes after a Crusade has been 


completed, and with that the writer agrees. 
Those who have committed themselves must 
be tended and fed. Those who are seeking 
must be led to find an answer. 


To this writer what has happened in Char- 
lotte and in one church calls for a deeper life 
of prayer and study, that the Word of God 
may be preached and taught faithfully, not only 
through the usual services of worship and Bible 
study classes, but also in special undertakings. 


A group of business men have been asking for 


a breakfast once a week downtown in which 
there can be study of the Bible and prayer. The 
wife of one of Charlotte’s most well-known 
business executives is planning a Bible study 
period with a group of young matrons. The 
Director of Youth Work is making every effort 
to utilize the renewed concern of countless 
young people through the youth program al- 
ready in progress and through special under- 
takings. An inquirer’s class for adults and a 
communicants class for older children will 
shortly begin. 


Upon these entrusted with the leadership of 
one particular church rests a heavy responsibil- 
ity, but one received joyfully. Those who are 


for Christmas... 


give 
the | 
— Christmas 
true spirit scroy 
of 4 
Christmas 


Choose from eight stories, each filled 
with the Christmas flavor. Beauty of 
artwork and printing are combined with 
distinctive papers to form a treasured 
gift. With matching mailing envelopes. 


Each, 50c 
Christmas Scroll 


JACK ABERNATHY. A stable hand writes 
the Christmas story as he saw it happen, 
then buries his precious scroll. Here is 
the familiar wonder of the Nativity, plus 
an unusual ending which is actually a 
beginning. 


THE Empty Cup, by Opal Menis 
IN SEARCH OF CHRISTMAS, by James E. Fogartie 


THE MAN WHO OwneD THE STABLE, by Armand L. 
Currie 


Mr. Jones Gores TO BETHLEHEM, by Harmon B. 
Ramsey 


My Son, by Armand L. Currie 
THE PULLERS OF THE STAR, by Mary Lou Lacy 


A Star Is Born, by Kenneth G. Phifer 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 


Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Georgia 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
118 West Fifth St., Charlotte, N. C. 
(no mail orders from Charlotte) 


seeking and those who are “babes in Christ” 
must be ministered to, that theirs may be the 
“fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ,” 
and that they may be “mature in Christ.” 


KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ... Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types. of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 

Board, room, and tuition, $947.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 21 


Joy At The Saviour’s Birth 


Background Scripture: Luke 1:26-56; Luke 2:1-20 
Devotional Reading: Luke 1:67-79 


The whole atmosphere of the first and second chapters of Luke is surcharged with the spirit of joy. 
This is but natural for the greatest event in the history of the world since creation is taking place, the 
birth of our Saviour, whose coming had been proclaimed by the prophets of the Old ‘Testament. 
Pious Jews had been looking for Him, lo, these many years. It is true that not many of them were ready 
for His coming. John tells us that He came unto His own and His own received Him not. But there 
were some who did receive Him, and to these He gave the power to become the sons of God, even to 
those who believe on His name. We are studying about some of those who believed and rejoiced at 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


His coming. 


Our Devotional Reading tells us of the birth 
of John the Baptist. I want you to notice the 
clear distinction which Luke, the physician and 
careful historian, makes between the birth of 
John and the birth of Jesus. The first is the 
birth of a man—an extraordinary man, it is 
true,—but only a man with human parents. 
The second is the birth of the Son of God, con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost with no earthly 
father. Nothing could make this clearer and 
Luke, as well as Matthew, settle this once and 
for all for all who believe the Bible to be the 
Word of God. The Virgin Birth of Jesus 
Christ is established by them. To my mind 
it is not only taught, but it is the simplest way 
to explain the Deity of our Lord. It would 
be harder to explain in any other way. Let 
us not try to puzzle our brains trying to find 
some other explanation when the simple and 
natural explanation is given so clearly. 

The angel Gabriel had appeared to Zacharias 
as he ministered in the temple and told him 
that Elisabeth his wife should bear a son and 
he should call him John, and that he would 
be great in the sight of the Lord. Zacharias, 
surprised and somewhat doubtful, said where- 
by shall I know this? and Gabriel said, thou 
shalt be dumb and not able to speak until the 
day these things shall be performed, and when 
that day came Zacharias praises God saying, 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath 
visited and redeemed His People, etc. His song 
of praise and thanksgiving expressed the deep 
emotions within. There was great joy in the 
home of Zacharias and Elizabeth when John 
the Baptist was born. But there was still greater 
joy when Jesus the Saviour was born. Let us 
see how true this is as we study the selections 
from Luke. 
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I. The Angel Gabriel vistts Mary: Luke 
1:26-38 


We learn some important truths concerning 
angels from these chapters in Luke. The angel 
Gabriel must be one of the highest of the 
angels for he is chosen on these two occasions 
here and he was sent twice to Daniel to in- 
terpret some of his visions. We are told that 
angels are ministering spirits sent forth to 
minister to those that shall be heirs of salva- 
tion. (Heb. 1:14) | 


The angel Gabriel is sent to Nazareth to a 
virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. He salutes her as one highly 
favored of the Lord. She was troubled by this 
salutation and he proceeds to tell her what it 
meant, that she was to be the mother of Jesus, 


the long expected Messiah, the One who. 


should be called the Son of the Highest. When 
she asks how this can be, she is told that the 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 
The Incarnation is a mystery but so are many 
of the things around us. To my mind this is a 
simple and natural explanation of the character 
of Jesus as both God and man—the God-man. 
How else could He have the qualifications He 
needs as our Redeemer? Just remember the fact 
that nothing is impossible with God. 


To say that there was joy in Mary’s heart 
would be an understatement. She was per- 
plexed, overwhelmed at the honor thrust upon 
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her, but her simple reply shows her greatness 
of character: And Mary said, Behold the hand- 
maid of the Lord; be it unto me according to 
thy word. Her faith and submission reveal 
her character. We see more of her joy, mixed 
with wonder and bewilderment at times, as 
we proceed with the story. 


Is it not a pity that part of the church has 


unduly exalted her to a place of worship? Read 


all that is written about Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, in the Bible, and you have the portrait 
of one of the noblest and most beautiful char- 


acters of the Bible, one who, I am sure, would . 


shudder at the idea of men praying to her or 
calling her by some of the names given to her. 
The worship of Mary, as if she were one of 
the Godhead, is idolatry and is to be con- 
demned along with all other forms of idolatry. 
To honor her as most blessed among women 
is to give her what is due to her. We must not 
make a god out of her. There are but three 
Persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. The Son came into this world by being 
conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary and 
born of her, yet without sin. This separates 
Him from other men and at the same time 
unites Him to them. But remember that Jesus, 
the Son, is eternal, like the Father. In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with 


- God, and the Word was God. He chose to 


come into the world as a baby born of Mary 
in order that He might indeed be one of us. 


_ We honor Mary as the virgin chosen to be His 


mother. We must not worship her as if she 
were God—a Person of the Godhead. There 
are three Persons in the Holy Trinity, not four. 


In Mary’s heart there must have been a holy 
joy mixed with fear and wonder: she had 
many things to ponder in her heart! 


II. The Visit of Mary to Elisabeth: Luke 
1:39-56 
Was there ever before or since such a visit? 
These two expectant mothers had wonderful 
things to talk about, for God had indeed visited 
both of them in a marvelous way. Elisabeth 


_was well stricken in years and had given up 
hope long ago of ever having the joy of being 


a mother, and now she is. to be the mother of 
one of the greatest of men, and Mary, the 


_ virgin is to be the mother of the long-expected 


Messiah. Could you imagine two Jewish women 
of faith and piety who could have been happier 
than these two. It is no wonder that songs of 
praise burst forth from their lips. 


Let us look first at the song of Elisabeth. 
She recognizes the marvelous miracle that had 
happened to Mary and calls her “the mother of 
my Lord’, and calls her blessed. Notice that 
Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost. Here 
is a very definite case of inspiration. We be- 
lieve that holy men wrote the Bible as they 
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were moved by the Holy Spirit. These songs 
of Mary and Elisabeth are examples of what 
the Holy Spirit can do for ordinary people. 


Now let us turn to the song of Mary, called 
the Magnificat, from the Latin version of this 
song. Compare it with the song of Hannah in 
I Samuel 2:1. She had prayed earnestly for a 
man child and when God heard and answered 
her prayer, she expressed her thanksgiving in 
a song of exultation, for her rival wife had 
provoked her sore and made life miserable for 
her. Mary, too, exults in the thought that God 
put down the mighty from their seats, and 
exalted them of low degree. Remember that 
both Elisabeth and Mary were not of the no- 
bility but from the ordinary class of people. 
God passed over the high and mighty and chose 
an humble virgin to be the mother of Jesus, 
the Son of God. This is God’s way. He loves 
to choose the weak things of the world to con- 
found the mighty. This shows both His grace 
and His Power. He is ever mindful of the 
meek and lowly, but He resists the proud. Per- 
haps this was one reason that the leaders of 
the Jews rejected Jesus. They said, Is not this 
the son of Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth? 
He was not the son of Joseph the carpenter, 
but He was the son of Mary, the humble virgin 
of Nazareth. 


There was joy in the hearts of these two 


Jewish women, one to be the mother of the 


great man, the forerunner, John the Baptist, 


and the other the mother of Jesus, the Son of 


God. They were both highly honored. 


III. The Birth of Jesus: Luke 2:1-20 
Since the theme of our lesson is “Joy at the 


-Saviour’s Birth” I want to stress this particular 


thought in connection with His birth. The 
story as a whole is so familiar to us all that we 
can repeat most of it by heart, and its lessons 
are plain. 


“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord’. This was the greatest 
news the world had heard since the fall of man 


_in the garden of Eden. Sin had brought sorrow 


into the world. Men groped in darkness with- 
out God and without hope. The world’s great 
need was a Saviour from sin who could bring 
joy and gladness back into the hearts and lives 
of men, to change their sighing into singing. 
It is no wonder that we have Christmas Carols 
and love to sing them at Christmas time. I 
think it would be a fine thing to sing these 
hymns of thanksgiving, praise, and joy all dur- 
ing the year. “Joy to the world” is appropriate 
for every Sunday and for every day, for the 


- best news in all the world is that the Lord, the 


Saviour is come. 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 21 


Joy The Birth 


Background Scripture: Luke 1:26-56; Luke 2:1-20 
Devotional Reading: Luke 1:67-79 


DAY 


4 > 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The whole atmosphere of the first and second chapters of Luke is surcharged with the spirit of joy. 


This is but natural for the greatest event in the history of the world since creation is taking place, the 


birth of our Saviour, whose coming had been proclaimed by the prophets of the Old ‘Testament. 


Pious Jews had been looking for Him, lo, these many years. It is true that not many of them were ready _ 


for His coming. John tells us that He came unto His own and His own received Him not. But there 
were some who did receive Him, and to these He gave the power to become the sons of God, even to 
those who believe on His name. We are studying about some of those who believed and rejoiced at 


His coming. 


Our Devotional Reading tells us of the birth 
of John the Baptist. I want you to notice the 
clear distinction which Luke, the physician and 
careful historian, makes between the birth of 
John and the birth of Jesus. The first is the 
birth of a man—an extraordinary man, it is 
true,—but only a man with human parents. 
The second is the birth of the Son of God, con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost with no earthly 
father. Nothing could make this clearer and 
Luke, as well as Matthew, settle this once and 
for all for all who believe the Bible to be the 
Word of God. The Virgin Birth of Jesus 
Christ is established by them. To my mind 
it is not only taught, but it is the simplest way 
to explain the Deity of our Lord. It would 
be harder to explain in any other way. Let 


us not try to puzzle our brains trying to find 


some other explanation when the simple and 
natural explanation is given so clearly. 

The angel Gabriel had appeared to Zacharias 
as he ministered in the temple and told him 
that Elisabeth his wife should bear a son and 
he should call him John, and that he would 
be great in the sight of the Lord. Zacharias, 
surprised and somewhat doubtful, said where- 
by shall I know this? and Gabriel said, thou 
shalt be dumb and not able to speak until the 
day these things shall be performed, and when 
that day came Zacharias praises God saying, 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath 
visited and redeemed His People, etc. His song 
of praise and thanksgiving expressed the deep 
emotions within. There was great joy in the 
home of Zacharias and Elizabeth when John 
the Baptist was born. But there was still greater 
joy when Jesus the Saviour was born. Let us 
see how true this is as we study the selections 
from Luke. 
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I. The Angel Gabriel visits Mary: Luke 
1:26-38 


We learn some important truths concerning 


angels from these chapters in Luke. The angel 


Gabriel must be one of the highest of the 
angels for he is chosen. on these two occasions 
here and he was sent twice to Daniel to in- 
terpret some of his visions. We are told that 
angels are ministering spirits sent forth to 
minister to those that shall be heirs of salva- 
tion. (Heb. 1:14) 


The angel Gabriel is sent to Nazareth to a 
virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. He salutes her as one highly 
favored of the Lord. She was troubled by this 
salutation and he proceeds to tell her what it 
meant, that she was to be the mother of Jesus, 
the long expected Messiah, the One who 
should be called the Son of the Highest. When 
she asks how this can be, she is told that the 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 
The Incarnation is a mystery but so are many 
of the things around us. To my mind this is a 
simple and natural explanation of the character 
of Jesus as both God and man—the God-man. 
How else could He have the qualifications He 
needs as our Redeemer? Just remember the fact 
that nothing is impossible with God. 


To say that there was joy in Mary’s heart 
would be an understatement. She was _ per- 
plexed, overwhelmed at the honor thrust upon 
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joy mixed with fear and wonder: 


her, but her simple reply shows her greatness 
of character: And Mary said, Behold the hand- 
maid of the Lord; be it unto me according to 
thy word. Her faith and submission reveal 
her character. We see more of her joy, mixed 
with wonder and bewilderment at times, as 
we proceed with the story. 


Is it not a pity that part of the deed has 
unduly exalted her to a place of worship? Read 
all that is written about Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, in the Bible, and you have the portrait 
of one of the noblest and most beautiful char- 
acters of the Bible, one who, I am sure, would 
shudder at the idea of men praying to her or 
calling her by some of the names given to her. 
The worship of Mary, as if she were one of 
the Godhead, is idolatry and is to be con- 
demned along with all other forms of idolatry. 
To honor her as most blessed among women 
is to give her what is due to her. We must not 
make a god out of her. There are but three 
Persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. The Son came into this world by being 
conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary and 
born of her, yet without sin. This separates 
Him from other men and at the same time 
unites Him to them. But remember that Jesus, 
the Son, is eternal, like the Father. In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He chose to 
come into the world as a baby born of Mary 
in order that He might indeed be one of us. 
We honor Mary as the virgin chosen to be His 
mother. We must not worship her as if she 
were God—a Person of the Godhead. There 
are three Persons in the Holy Trinity, not four. 


In Mary’s heart there must have been a holy 
she had 


many things to ponder in her heart! 


II. The Visit of Mary to Elisabeth: Luke 
1:39-56 

Was there ever before or since such a visit? 
These two expectant mothers had wonderful 
things to talk about, for God had indeed visited 
both of them in a marvelous way. Elisabeth 
was well stricken in years and had given up 
hope long ago of ever having the joy of being 
a mother, and now she is to be the mother of 
one of the greatest of men, and Mary, the 
virgin is to be the mother of the long-expected 
Messiah. Could you imagine two Jewish women 
of faith and piety who could have been happier 
than these two. It is no wonder that songs of 
praise burst forth from their lips. 


Let us look first at the song of Elisabeth. 
She recognizes the marvelous miracle that had 
happened to Mary and calls her “the mother of 


my Lord”, and calls her blessed. Notice that 


Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost. Here 
is a very definite case of inspiration. We be- 
lieve that holy men wrote the Bible as they 
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were moved by the Holy Spirit. These songs 
of Mary and Elisabeth are examples of what 


_the Holy Spirit can do for ordinary people. 


Now let us turn to the song of Mary, called 
the Magnificat, from the Latin version of this 
song. Compare it with the song of Hannah in 
I Samuel 2:1. She had prayed earnestly for a 
man child and when God heard and answered 
her prayer, she expressed her thanksgiving in 
a song of exultation, for her rival wife had 
provoked her sore and made life miserable for 


her. Mary, too, exults in the thought that God 


put down the mighty from their seats, and 
exalted them of low degree. Remember that 
both Elisabeth and Mary were not of the no- 
bility but from the ordinary class of people. 
God passed over the high and mighty and chose 
an humble virgin to be the mother of Jesus, 
the Son of God. This is God’s way. He loves 
to choose the weak things of the world to con- 
found the mighty. This shows both His grace 
and His Power. He is ever mindful of the 
meek and lowly, but He resists the proud. Per- 
haps this was one reason that the leaders of 


' the Jews rejected Jesus. They said, Is not this 


the son of Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth? 
He was not the son of Joseph the carpenter, 
but He was the son of Mary, the humble virgin 
of Nazareth. 


There was joy in the hearts of these two 
Jewish women, one to be the mother of the 
great man, the forerunner, John the Baptist, 
and the other the mother of Jesus, the Son of 
God. They were both highly honored. 


III. The Birth of Jesus: Luke 2:1-20 


Since the theme of our lesson is “Joy at the 
Saviour’s Birth” I want to stress this particular 
thought in connection with His birth. The 
story as a whole is so familiar to us all that we 
can repeat most of it by heart, and its lessons 
are plain. 


“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord’. This was the greatest 
news the world had heard since the fall of man 


in the garden of Eden. Sin had brought sorrow 


into the world. Men groped in darkness with- 
out God and without hope. The world’s great 
need was a Saviour from sin who could bring 
joy and gladness back into the hearts and lives 
of men, to change their sighing into singing. 
It is no wonder that we have Christmas Carols 
and love to sing them at Christmas time. I 
think it would be a fine thing to sing these 
hymns of thanksgiving, praise, and joy all dur- 
ing the year. “Joy to the world” is appropriate 
for every Sunday and for every day, for the 
best news in all the world is that the Lord, the 


Saviour is come. 
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His coming means that all our sins can be 
forgiven and we can sing with David, O the 
happiness of the man whose transgression 1s 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. We can now 
believe in and preach the forgiveness of sin. 
His death on the cross has made it possible 
for the burden of sin to be rolled away. 


His coming, His victory over the grave, His 
resurrection, gives us the assurance of our resur- 
rection. Because He rose from the dead, those 
who sleep in Him shall rise also. We shall 
ever be with the Lord. We need no longer to 
sorrow as others who have no hope. 


His coming means that we have a living 
Saviour who is with us always. He is our Friend 
and Helper. He sends the Holy Spirit to dwell 
in our hearts. 


It is natural for the hills where the shepherds 
kept their flocks to be the scene of joy as the 
angels announced His birth. 


Then, in closing, let me say this: there will 
be joy in your heart if you will open the door 
and let Him come in. 


LIVES ARE 


The INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, 
INC. performs a two-fold ministry: 

1. It shepherds and supports many Hebrew Chris- 
tians caught in the cross-fire of Gentile anti-Semitism 
and the hatred of Jews who regard them as apos- 
tates. Their goo is sore indeed. You can help save 


the lives of these oppressed fellow believers by 
gifts. 
. It brings eternal life to many Jews here in 


America, Israel, Europe, North Africa and Mexico 
through the witnéss of its missionaries undergirded 
by your prayers and support. 
Without you we are powerless 
to meet these urgent needs. 

THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, 
INC. has on its board outstanding Christian leaders. 
Write for a free copy of our 
bimonthly, THE EVERLASTING NA- 
TION with its most informative 
articles and reports of world 
Jewry. To new subscribers we 
shall send a two years’ sub- 


0,000 Gospe 
distributed free in 
Africa WEEKLY 


FREE — because, with each Gospel given away, 
we preach the message of God’s free gift of 
eternal life through Jesus Christ. 


FREE — because thousands of Africans who 
would not or could not purchase Scriptures 
are being won through these Gospels. 


FREE — because newly literate Africans are 
eager for any literature — if we do not give 
them the Gospel first, Communism may win 
them through its tons of free literature. 


FREE — because there are Christians who be- 
lieve God when He says: “My word . . . shall 
not return unto me void.” Their gifts to The 
Pocket Testament League make the free dis- 
tribution of Gospels in Africa possible. 


Pocket Testament League evangelists are 
distributing 30,000 free Gospels a week in 
Africa — 


Your help is needed to continue the FREE 
distribution of God's Word in Africa. 


“Freely ye have received, freely give.’ 
Write today to: 
ALFRED A. KUNZ, INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 
The Pocket Testament League 


49 HONECK STREET ENGLEWOOD N. J 


THE CHRISTIAN FaITH ACCORDING 


To THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Bovkiet, +4: pages and cover, 25c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 
postpaid. 

Order From | 
) The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina | 


scription for the price of one 
year. ($1 per year.) | 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President | 

Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, | 
world-renowned minister and author. | 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF | 
IB IM JEWISH MISSIONS, UNC. 


Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga. 


WANTED: Christion couple as houseparents 
for boys’ cottage. Experience with machinery, 
farming and boys work helpful. Maximum 
age 55. An opportunity for rewarding work. TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 
Write J. W. Flynt, Boys Estate, Georgia— CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 
or call. CHARLOTTE, N. SPARTANBURG, 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 


MOVING AND STORAGE 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 21 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Gift Of Gods Love 


Scripture: I John 4:7-16 
Suggested Hymns: 


“It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” 

“Joy To The World” : 

“O Little Of Bethlehem” 
-“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The story which is foremost in our hearts and 
minds today is the most beautiful story in all 
the world. It would be beautiful and appealing 
in itself, even if it had no particular significance 
for us. It does have meaning for us though, 
and the meaning makes it all the more beautiful 


and wonderful. As we come to understand 


more fully what the story means to us, its 
beauty in our eyes will grow. 


Let us consider how God declares His love 
for us through this story and what a glorious 
difference it makes in our lives. 


First Speaker: 

For centuries before Christ was born, men of 
faith believed that the God who created them 
also loved them. It was left to this event in 
Bethlehem to prove beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that God did love them. Not only did Christ’s 
coming prove the love of God, but it shows 
how immeasurably great is the degree of His 
love. Men and women who believe have al- 
ways known that God loved them, but now those 
of weak faith may know it with an unshakable 
certainty. —The coming into human life of the 
Son of God makes it perfectly clear to all who 
will behold it that “God is Love”. “In this is 
manifested the love of God toward us.” 


How is it that the birth of Christ makes 
clear the love of God for us? The coming of 
Christ is God’s gift to us, and it is a gift that 
could have been prompted only by love. Christ 
Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. It would 
have been a great gift if God had sent an angel 
to declare His love, but He sent the only be- 
gotten Son. We might think of Christ’s death 
as a great sacrifice, and it certainly was, but 
we sometimes forget that it was also a sacrifice 
for Him to be born. It meant giving up the 
divine glory which was His by right. It meant 


enduring the humiliations, limitations, and suf- | 


fering that normally go along with human life. 
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It meant that He by whom all things were 
made took upon Himself the form of a creature. 
He who was immortal became mortal. These 
are some of the sacrifices which the only be- 
gotten Son of God was willing to make in 
order to come into the world as our Saviour. 
He made these sacrifices because He and His 
Father loved us. 


God gave His Son to make His love unmistak- 
ably clear, but what did that gift accomplish? 
The coming of Christ made it possible for us 
to have spiritual life. It is a mistake to think 
that we are the children of God by nature and 
that we have a natural right to eternal life. 
By nature we are the children of wrath. By 
nature we are dead in trespasses and sins. By 
nature we are physically alive but spiritually 
dead. The coming of Christ made it possible 
for all of that to be changed. Because He shared 
in our nature, He could die for our sin. He 
could answer for our sin because He had no 
sin of His own to answer for. Christ, the source 
of life, tasted death in our place. That is how 
fully He shared our nature. The power of sin 
did not overcome Him, and the bonds of death 
could not hold Him. He arose from the dead | 
to live eternally. Because He had come to 
stand in our place, His victory is our victory, 
and His life is our life. When He was freed 
from the power of sin and death, we too were 
freed. If we have accepted Him as our Saviour 

. our stand-in . . . we live as He lives, be- 
cause He lives in us. This is the glory of the 
gift of God’s love to us. 


Second Speaker: 

If we are in Christ by faith and He is in us, 
then our spiritual life has already begun never 
to end. What difference does it make to us 
now? The most obvious difference is that we 
are released from the dread of leaving this 
earthly life. Death has lost its sting, because 
we know that there awaits us after this life a 
“house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” The security of that knowledge makes 
us different people. We are changed from 
children of wrath to children of God .. . from 
children of fear to children of hope. This 
is the internal change that takes place, and if 
this change takes place within us, it is sure to 
be apparent on the outside. How does the 
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change show itself to those who see us? How 
ought it to show itself? 


If we have received the gift of God’s love 
and the God of love dwells in our hearts, then 
love ought to show in our lives. When you 
receive for yourself the gift of God’s love, you 
are permanently branded as His child with the 
unmistakable sign of a loving heart. If you 
cannot find it in your heart to be truly loving, 
then you should examine yourself to see If you 
are really Christ’s person. The brand of love 
will be clear on all those who are truly His. 


If you find it hard to be loving, are you sure 
you have received God’s love? | 


The Christmas story is beautiful to all, but 
only those who have received the love of God 
and who show it forth in their lives, have begun 
to see the real beauty of the coming of Christ. 
How much beauty can we see? 


Closing Prayer (The last stanza of “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem” is very appropriate as a 
Christmas prayer. It can be either sung or read.) 


I Peter: An Introduction 


by the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 


This brief study will serve to introduce the 
Women of the Church to the Epistle that is 
to be the basis of their 1959 circle meetings— 
FIRST PETER. At no particular circle meet- 
ing is this introductory material likely to be 
discussed. Teachers and pupils alike, therefore, 
may want to familiarize themselves with the 
background of the epistle. This first study 
is offered in order that each one may have some 
prior appreciation and understanding of the 
First Epistle of Peter. 


A. THE APOSTLE 


l. In Scripture. The Apostle originally bore 
the name Simon. He was given by our Lord 
the Aramaic surname which means “Rock” and 
which comes to us as Peter from its Greek 
equivalent. Although Bethsaida was his home, 
he seems to have made his living later at 
Capernaum by fishing in the Sea of Galilee. 
His brother, Andrew, was with him and intro- 
duced him to Jesus. Called on two occasions 
by Christ, Peter became one of the twelve dis- 
ciples. He is associated with our Lord in many 
of the important events and crucial moments 
of His ministry. 

Peter seems to have assumed a place of leader- 
ship among the Twelve. Perhaps this is largely 
due to his bold and impetuous nature. He is 
one of the first to make a clear confession of 
Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
As a member of the inner circle, with James 
and John, he was with Christ on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 


Devoted disciple as he was, he never seemed 
to understand that Christ would have to under- 
go suffering and death as part of His work of 
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redemption. Therefore Peter not only tried 
to prevent harm from befalling his Master, he — 
also mistook his own courage and zeal as ability 
to stand with Christ in the hour of trial. Dis- 
illusioned, perhaps, Peter thrice denied his Lord 
—a fall he was surely never able to forget. 
But it is impossible not to perceive that our 
Lord forgave him; and after the resurrection, 
He also restored him to an important ministry 
among the apostles. Indeed, Peter preached the 
first gospel sermon, at Pentecost. And although 
his ministry was mainly that of witnessing to — 
the Jews, he is used to declare the Christian 
faith before Cornelius the Roman centurion 
and to win him as the first Gentile convert. 


Peter’s work appears to have centered around 
Terusalem after the ascension of Christ, although 
he is seen preaching at Samaria, Lydda, Joppa, 
Caesarea, and Antioch. Little more can be dis- | 
covered of Peter’s later ministry from the New 
Testament other than the fact that he traveled 
some and wrote the two epistles that bear his 
name. 


2. In Tradition. We can only speculate 
about the closing years of Peter’s life. Tradi- 
tion tells us that he undertook many labors, 
mainly at Rome, before he was martyred there 
around 67 A. D. He apparently was not at 
Rome when Paul wrote his epistle to that 
church around 57 A. D., for there is no men- 
tion of his name in that letter. Whereas it is 
likely that Peter labored in Rome, assisted 
somewhat by Mark, it is very precarious to be- 
lieve the traditions invented to lend credibility 
to the founding of the Roman episcopate by 
Peter. These traditions are quite confused and 
often contradictory. Many of the early church’s 
historians believed that Linue, not Peter, was 
the first Roman bishop. Jerome thought that 
Peter left Antioch, after serving there as bishop, 
to labor in Asia Minor. Finally, after spend- 
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ing twenty-five years at Rome, he was crucified 
there head downward at the end of Nero’s 
reign and was buried in the Vatican. While 
it. is interesting and romantic to think about 
these and other traditions, it is impossible to 
be as certain about them as we are of the 
accounts in the Scripture. 

3. His Character. As varied as the person- 
alities of the apostles are, it seems that a large 
number of people admire Peter the most. Per- 
haps it is because they feel a certain kinship 
with Peter. While he was impulsive and change- 
able, he was still simple and loyal. ‘Trusting 
too much, however, in his own fearless courage 
and ardent devotion to Jesus, he overlooked 
his weakness and instability. Professing wil- 
lingness to die for Christ, for example, he 
shortly thereafter was afraid to acknowledge 


_ acquaintance with Him. But we should not 


imagine that Peter was dishonest, he simply 
overestimated his ability to stand under test- 


ing with the prospect of hardship and suffering © 


staring him in the face. 


The encouraging thing is that Peter, after 
yielding to the converting and strengthening 
graces of the Holy Spirit, could become the 
outstanding and useful “fisher of men” in the 
work of Christ’s kingdom. It is also comforting 
to know that great sinner though he was— 
even to the point of denying the Son of God— 
he could, after repentance, forgiveness, and res- 


toration, become the humble, trusting saint 
who could inspire others to have hope and stand 


firm under testing. If there is salvation and 
usefulness for such as Peter, then we may ex- 


pect God to forgive us who believe and to help 


us serve Him. 


B. THE EPISTLE. 


1. Its Authenticity. Although a few radical 
critics deny the Petrine authorship of this 
epistle, its genuineness is maintained by such 
eminent modern scholars as James Moffatt. ]. 
W. C. Wand, and B. G. Selwyn. The early 
church gave a unanimous voice to the ac 
ceptance of this letter as from the hand of 
Peter. There is, in fact, no New Testament 
writing with stronger evidence. Irenaeus (c. 180 


A. D.) was the first to quote this letter by name, 


but quotations or allusions to it may be found 
in the earliest Christian writings: for example, 
the Epistles of Barnabas (70-100 A. D.), Clem- 
ent’s Epistle to the Corinthians (c. 96 A. D.), 
Polycarp’s Epistle to the Philippians (110 A.D.), 


the Epistle to Diognetus (c. 150 A.D.), and the 


Teaching of the Twelve Apostles (c. 100 A.D.) . 


As for internal evidence, the author calls 
himself Peter (1:1). He claims to have been 
a witness of the sufferings of Christ (5:1). His 
admonition to “feed the flock of God” (5:2) 
reminds us of Christ’s charge to Peter, ‘Feed 
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my lambs . . . feed my sheep . . . feed my sheep” 
(John 21:15-17). In numerous places, we are 
reminded of sayings of our Lord, such as “If 
ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye” (4:14) and “be sober, be vigilant” (5:8). 
In addition, many have been interested in com- 
paring Peter’s speeches in Acts with his words 
in the epistle. The similarities are easily ex- 
plained if we take the epistle at face value. The 
apostle also shows, as we might expect, some 
familiarity with other apostolic writings by 
James and Paul. 


The weightiest objection that could be raised 
against Peter’s authorship is perhaps that the 
book shows a more literary nature than we 
might expect, coming from the simple fisher- 
man. F. F. Bruce says, “The Epistle of the 
Hebrews and the First Epistle of Peter are true 
literary works, and much of their vocabulary 
is to be understood by the aid of a classical 
lexicon rather than one which draws upon non- 
literary sources” (Books and the Parchments, 
pp. 63, 64). The probable explanation is that 
Silas or Silvanus (5:12), assisted Peter in the 
style and writing of the letter, for the thoughts 
expressed are certainly Peter’s. 


2. Its Date and Occasion. Almost everyone 
admits that if Peter wrote the epistle, it should 
be dated about 63 or 64 A. D., or just before 
the persecution under Nero began. Addressed 
to the Christians of Asia Minor, the letter en- 
courages them in view of the organized persecu- 
tion soon to break out in that part of the world. 
“PETER wrote his First Epistle in order that 
when the storm broke they would be prepared 
spiritually” (Twilley, Origin and Transmission 
of the New Testament, pp. 28, 29). Many 
scholars believe we can date the writing with 
considerable certainty in the last part of the year 
63, in the light of the world situation and the 
picture presented by the letter itself. 


In the Roman world, Judaism was a licensed 
religion. When it became clear to the Romans 
that Christianity was not merely a Jewish sect, 
privileges that Christians had formerly exer- 
cised were lost in the face of growing opposition. 
Although the trials facing the church in the 
time of Peter were probably spasmodic rather 
than organized on a world-wide scale, not a few 
Christians would have to meet death and cruel 
persecution. 


In the year 64 a fire spread in Rome, destroy- 
ing most of the city. James Orr, basing his ac- 
count in the information compiled by the Ro- 
man historians, describes the situation during 
the first persecution: “Popular suspicion 
fastened this crime on Nero, and he, to avert 
cdium from himself, turned it on the Christians. 
A frightful persecution ensued. An ‘IMMENSE 
MULTITUDE’ were convicted not so much, 
as Tacitus confesses, on evidence of having set 
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the city on fire, as on account of their ‘hatred 
of the human race.’ To the most exquisite 
tortures were added mockery and derision. 
Some were covered with the skins of wild beasts, 
and thrown to be devoured by dogs; others 
were crucified; numbers were burnt alive; and 


many, covered with pitch, were lighted up when 


the day declined, to serve as torches during the 
night. ‘The emperor lent his own gardens for 
the spectacle, and heightened the gaity of the 
occasion by games. The persecution was local, 
but so terrible an-event occurring in the capital 
could not but have the most serious conse- 


quences affecting the status and treatment of 


Christians in provinces’ The Early 
Church, p. 31). 


3. Its Destination and Place of Writing. The 


letter was addressed to Christians of ‘Pontus, 


Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” (1:1). 
Peter wrote from “Babylon” (5:13). Whereas 
we can be certain of the address of the church, 
we cannot be so sure of where “Babylon” was, 
in spite of the fact that most scholars today are 
agreed that it was Rome. The epistle was in- 
tended for most of Asia Minor, including many 
of the churches founded by Paul. It is not 
hard to believe that Peter was interested in 
their fate, or that they would know the reputa- 
tion of Peter and respect his advice. Perhaps 
he had even visited them. 


Most of the early Christian writers believed, 
according to tradition, that Peter’s last days 
were spent in Rome, called in his epistle by the 
metaphorical name “Babylon.” John in the 
Book of Revelation also calls Rome “Babylon.” 


Rome, to the New Testament Christians, stood © 


for what Babylon did for the Old Testament 
saints. No wonder tradition has it that Peter 
wrote from Rome. But there are some objec- 
tions to this view. Calvin, Hort, Alford, and 
others think the actual city of Babylon, on the 
Euphrates, is meant. They reason as Marcus 
Dods, who asks: “If Peter meant Rome why did 
he not say ‘Rome’? He is not writing an Apoc- 
alypse but a friendly letter, and unless good 
reason can be shown for his using this figurative 
style we must adhere to the literal meaning. Be- 
sides, it is doubtful if Rome was thought of as 
Babylon before the Neronian persecution, or 


before the Apocalypse of John” Introduction | 


to the New Testament, p. 204). The churches 
addressed are also named from east to west, 
but this may simply be the order in which 
Peter made their acquaintance. And perhaps 
Peter, not John, was the first to use the sou- 
briquet “Babylon” for Rome. It is, of course, 
not necessary to know from whence the letter 
was written in order to receive its spiritual 


message. 


4. Its Purpose. This is the great letter of 
hope. It is designed to comfort and encourage 
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young Christian churches amid their trials and 
approaching afflictions. While reminding and 
reassuring them of their wonderful spiritual in- 
heritance, Peter exhorts them to walk worthy 
of their high calling. He delivers some specific 
duties to them. The letter is extremely practi- 
cal. It is difficult to observe a logical order in 
the structure of the letter, but a unity is found 
around the key themes of suffering and hope. 


C. THE OUTLINE. 


1. The Outline. Whereas we do not think 
the outline in the Woman’s Workbook offers 
the best analysis of the Epistle, our outline is 
based upon it, for it is admirably planned to 
provide twelve major divisions for study, one 
for each month of 1959: 


INTRODUCTION. 1:1,2. 
I. MEMBERSHIP IN GOD’S FAMILY. — 
1:3-2:10. 
A. The Christian Inheritance. 1:3-12. 
B. Holiness. 1:13-21. 
C. Love of the Brethren. 1:22-2:3. 
D. Spiritual Growth. 2:4-10. 
E. The Household of God. 2:4-10. 
II. CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD. — 
2:11-4:11. 
A. The Example of Christ. 2:11-25. 
B. Marriage Partners. 3:1-12. 
C. Patient Suffering. 3:13-22. 
D. Watchful Service. 4:1-11. 
III. SUFFERING CHRISTIANS. 4:12-19. 
IV. CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 5:1-14. 

2. An Analysis. While we shall attempt to 
follow the above outline in our studies, it 
would still be a good idea for each woman to 
work out her own analysis of the epistle as she 
individually examines the epistle. We offer the 
one below, suggesting that it might be developed 
in even more detail. 

I. INTRODUCTION: Greetings. 1:1,2. 

II. THE CHRISTIAN HOPE AND IN- 
HERITANCE. 1:3-12. 


II. EXHORTATIONS FOR THE WHOLE 
CHRISTIAN FAMILY. 1:13-2:10. 
A. To Holiness. 1:13-21. 
B. To Love of the Brethren. 1:22-25. 
C. ‘To Spiritual Growth. 2:1-3. 
D. To a Special Calling. 2:4-10. 
IV. SPECIFIC DUTIES IN MANIFESTING 
CHRISTIANITY IN THE WORLD— 
2:11-4:11. | 
Christian Citizens and Christ’s Ex- 
ample. 2:11-25. 
Husbands and Wives. 3:1-12. 
Suffering and Endurance. 3:13-22. 
. Sobriety and Service. 4:1-11. 
V. THE MEETING OF PERSECUTION 
AND TRIALS. 4:12-19. 
VI. THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AND 
MEMBERSHIP. 5:1-11. 
VII. CONCLUSION: Salutation. 5:12-14. 
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D. OTHER HELPS. 


1. Basic Materials. We suppose that everyone 
undertaking this study with us will have in her 
possession a copy of the Bible and the PRESBY- 
TERIAN WOMAN’S WORKBOOK. We trust 
to be able to present in the Southern Presby- 
terian Journal twelve expository outlines that 
will cover the whole epistle. 


2. Reference Books and Commentaries. The 
first three books are very advanced and some- 
what critical and are only recommended to 
those with thorough grounding in the Bible 
and Christian faith. All the others may be of 
assistance to those who want to study more 
seriously than these pages can take them. 


(Any of these books may be obtained through 


the Book Department of the Southern Presby- 
Journal.) 


F. W. Beare. The First Epistle of Peter. 
Greek text. Macmillan. 1947. 


E. G. Selwyn. The First Epistle of St. Peter. 
Greek text. Macmillan. 1947. 


J. W. C. Wand. The General Epistles of St. 
Peter and St. Jude. Methuen & Co., Lon- 
don. 1934. 


John Brown. Expository Discourses on the 
First Epistle of the Apostle Peter. 3 vols. 
Sovereign Grace Book Club. An excellent re- 
print. $11.95. 


Francis Davidson (ed.). The New Bible Com- 
mentary. Eerdmans. 1954. $7.95. 


C. R. Edrman. The General Epistles. West- 
minster. 1919. $1.50. 


S. McP. Glasgow. The General Epistles. 
Revell. 1928. $1.50. 


F. B. Meyer. Tried by Fire: Expositions on 
First Peter. Zondervan. 1953. $2.50. 


James Orr (ed.). International Standard En- 
cyclopedia. 5 vols. Eerdmans. 1955. $35.00. 


H. C. Thiessen: Introduction to the New 
Testament. Eerdmans. 1955. $3.50. 


Dedicated to the Highest Ideals of 
Christian Scholarship 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinten, S. C. 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 

Ist Reader $2.25 4th Reader $3.25 
2nd Reader $2.50 5th Reader $3.50 
3rd Reader $2.75 6th Reader $3.75 


learning experiences 


for each age group— 
Ou r Presbyterian Literature 


2% published by the 
wy BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 
Second Semester 
January 26, 1959 


Leaders of America Maxton North Carolina 


Authors Wanted By N. Y. Publisher 


New York, N. Y. — One of the nation’s largest book pub- 
lishers is seeking book-length manuscripts of all types—fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry. Special attention to new writers. For more 
information, send for booklet JS—z’s free. Vantage Press, 
120 W. 31 St., New York 1. 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-12, Rowan, lowa 
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A HARMONY OF 
THE WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN 
STANDARDS 


by James Benjamin Green 
$5.00 per copy 
In this one volume, printed in parallel 
columns, are the Confession of Faith, the 
Larger Catechism, and the Shorter Cate- 
chism. A real need has been met in thus 


simplifying and clarifying the study of our 
Standards. 


a comparative study of 
the CONFESSION OF FAITH 
the LARGER CATECHISM 
the SHORTER CATECHISM 


Order From 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville .- North Carolina 
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Ail over the world — cold, hungry. 
In Korea, Hong Kong, Formosa, Germany, Egypt, Greece, 
Viet Nam —— children are praying for food. 


The U.S. government now makes available to the 
- World Relief Commission surplus foods. 

$1 will send 148 pounds of food. $473 will | 
send a CARLOAD—70,000 pounds of food— 

to people who have NOTHING. 


All food and supplies shipped by World Relief 
are distributed by evangelical Christian agencies 
and with Gospel literature. 


As God leads, SHARE by giving SOMETHING— 
a cash gift or good, used clothing. 


Send cash contributions to: «« Send clothing to: (address nearest you) 


WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION, N.A.E. 

12-19 Jackson Ave., Long Island, New York 

WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION, N.A.E. 

c/o Brethren Service Center, Nappanee, Indiana 

WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION, N.A.E. 

c/o Brethren Service Center, 1010 9th St., 
Modesto, Calif. 


World Relief Commission, N.A.E. 

J. Willison Smith, Jr., Treasurer 
Provident Tradesmens Bank & Trust Co. 
Dept. 12-51 K 

100 South Broad Street — 

Philadelphia 10, Penna. 


for further information write: 
World Relief Commission, N.A.E. 
WENDELL L. ROCKEY, ~ _ Executive Director 
12-19 Jackson Avenue, os... Island City 19 K , New York 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. | 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. | 
Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. : 
Winchester, Ky. | 

T. L. Beckham, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

Elmo Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mgor.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
OHIO 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Athens, Ohio 

Joe Kelly, Mor.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 

Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
“Imported Natural Pongee All Silk, Flame-resistant, 13 Momme, @ $1.19” 
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NEWS CHURCHES 


Town and Country Pastors’ Institutes 


Atlanta, Ga. — (PN) — Program plans for the 
Town and Country Pastors’ Institutes in four main 
Assembly areas have been completed. Dr. James 
M. Carr, Secretary of the Town and Country 
’Chureh Department, has announced that a new 
feature of all the institutes will be a seminar of 
an interest group on “The Church Ministering To 
Industrial People”. 

At each Institute there will also be a suppple- 
mentary conference on Church Architecture, which 
will be under the direction of Dr. O. V. Caudill, 
Secretary of Church Architecture, Board of Church 
Extension. 


Dr. Carr says that all town and country pastors 
are welcome to attend the conferences, and may 


avtend an Institute other than the one in their — 


particular area. Arrangements will be made through 
Dr. Carr’s office at 341-B Ponce de Leon Avenue, 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


The first Town and Country Pastors’ Institute 
will be held at Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., on January 19-23. The 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., the Seminary, and the 


United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. are cooperat- — 


ing to provide this Institute in the form of a 
Seminar during the regular Special Lecture Week 
at the Seminary. 


The Town and Country program portion of. the 
Special Week will have two hours on each of 
three days. On Tuesday, Dr. James M. Carr will 
speak on “Building Our Total Program.” The Rev. 
Al Dimmock, Secretary of Evangelism, Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., will speak the following day to both 
the town and country and the urban church 
groups as they meet jointly to study evangelism. 
“Our Ministry to Industrial People” is the topic 
of study for the joint meeting on Thursday. The 
special speaker for that program is the Rev. 
Sidney Anderson, who is the professor of Industrial 
ire Columbia Theological Seminary in De- 
catur, Ga. 


Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va., 
will be the site of the second of the Town and 
Country Pastors’ Institutes. It will be held in 
cooperation with the Virginia Methodist Confer- 
ence, on February 2-5, 1959. 


Inspirational addresses for the three evening 
programs will be given by the Rev. Dr. Garland 
Hendricks, professor of church and communty, 
Southeastern Baptist Seminary in Wake Forest, 
N. C. Also for the evening programs: a reception 
is planned for Monday, a showing of the sound 
and color film “The Lord’s Acre Plan” made 
at. the Protestant Radio and TV Center will 
be Tuesday’s highlight, and on Wednesday students 
from the Union Seminary and the Assembly’s 
Training School will present a religious drama. 


The Bible Hour for each of the three morning 
programs will be under the leadership of Dr. James 
Sprunt, pastor of Bethel Presbyterian Church, 
Staunton, Va. | 


On Tuesday morning the interest groups will 
meet. ‘“‘Worship” is the study for those in the 
group led by Dr. Edward K. Zeiglar, pastor of 
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the Williamson Road Church of the Brethren, 
Roanoke, Va. Dr. Berlyn V. Farris of the General 
Board of Evangelism, Methodist Church, from 
Nashville, Tenn., will lead the study of “Evan- 
gelism”. The group studying “Stewardship” will 
be led by Dr. Carl J. Sanders, a district superin- 
tendent of the Virginia Methodist Conference. 
These interest groups will also be meeting on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 


The Pastor and His Study, will be discussed 
by four seminary professors on Tuesday morning. 
Wednesday morning will feature a convocation 
of the pastors with Seminary and training school 
students. There will be a business session on 
Thursday morning, and Dr. Sprunt will be in 
charge of the Communion Service which will also 
be held on Thursday morning. 


Tuesday afternoon the pastors will attend two 
workshops. Dr. R. W. Kirkpatrick, professor at 
Union Seminary will lead the one on audio-visuals. 
The Rev. C. S. Syndor, Jr., of Leatherwood, Ky., 
will lead the worship on the industrial ministry. 


The Third area to hold a Town and Country 
Pastor’s’ Institute will meet at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in Decatur, Ga., March 2-5, 1959. 


Monday evening the program will feature “The 
Minister and the Rural Development Program’’, an 
address by Mr. Harlee Branch, Jr., who is president 
of the Southern Company. The sound and color 
film from the Protestant Radio and TV Center, 
“The Lord’s Acre Plan’, will be shown the same 
evening. 


Tuesday evening Dr. D. W. Brooks of the Cotton 
Producers Association, Atlanta, Ga., will speak 
on the topic “The Church and Our World Situ- 
ation.’”’ Wednesday evening will feature a talk 
entitled ““‘Whither Our Church?’’, by the Rev. J. W. 
Newton, Secretary of Promotion, Board of Church 
Extension. Decatur First Presbyerian Church will 
hold open house for the pastors attending this 
institute on Wednesday evening. 


The Bible Hour will be led by Dr. Mary Boney 
of Agnes Scott College on each of the three morn- 
ings. Developing Our Total Program will be dis- 
cussed each morning by the Rev. Calvin Beard, 
professor of church and community, Cumberland 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, McKenzie, 
Tenn. The third portion of the morning programs 
will be on industrial ministry under the guidance 
of the Rev. Sidney Anderson of Columbia Semi- 
nary. 


The two beim ssa held on Tuesday will be on 
Evangelism, led by Dr. Bonneau H. Dickson, secre- 
tary of home missions for Atlanta Presbytery; 
and on Stewardship, led by Dr. Bob S. Hodges, 
associate secretary of the General Council. 


The last of the four Town and Country Pastors’ 
Institutes for 1959 will be held at Austin Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary on March 16-19, in 
cooperation with the Synod of Texas of the 
United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and the Field 
Work Department of Austin Seminary. All four 
institutes were sponsored for the Presbyterian 
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Church, U.S., by the Town and Country Church 
Department, Board of Church Extension. 


Dr. James McCord, dean at Austin Seminary, 
will speak on “‘Theology for the Common Man” on 
the Monday night program, which will also include 
a showing of a special sound and color film on 
the ‘‘Lord’s Acre Plan.’’ Tuesday evening “The 
Future of Our Seminary” will be the topic for 
the seminary president, Dr. David L. Stitt. The 
The Rev. James W. Newton, from the Board of 
Church Extension in Atlanta, the secretary of 
that Board’s Promotion work, will speak on Wednes- 
day evening on “Whither The Church?’’. 


The Bible Hour for each morning program will 
follow regular chapel with the student body of the 
seminary. Dr. John F. Jansen, Bible professor, at 
Austin, will lead the Bible Hour. 


Tuesday morning, Dr. Marvin Judy, professor 
of town and country church for Perkins School of 
Theology, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, 
Tex., will discuss both ‘Discovering My Com- 
munity”, and “Building a Relevant Program.”’ 


Wednesday, “The Church Planning Council’’ 
will be the topic for the Rev. Jack McMichael, 
regional director of Christian Education, Presby- 
terian, U.S., Synod of Texas. Dr. Donald Butler, 
rofessor of Christian Education at Austin, will 
ead the group on “The Communicant’s Class’’. 


Thursday morning’s program will feature ‘‘The 
Town and Country Church Movement’’, which will 
be presented by three ministers who are leaders 
in this field. They are the Rev. James M. Carr 
of our Board of Church Extension Town and 
Country Church Department, the Rev. Richard 
Smith, associate secretary of the United Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., Town and Country Church 
Department, and the Rev. Dawson Tunnell, who is 
the secretary of Town and Country Church, Synod 
of Texas, United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


The two workshops will be held on Tuesday after- 
noon. Mr. Fred Schmidt, secretary of the A.F. of L.- 
C.I.0., in Texas, will lead the workshop on the 
topic “The Small Community Faces Industry’. The 
Rev. Marvin Judy, of the Perkins School of The- 
ology, will lead the discussion on “The Church 
Serving Industrial People.”’ 


Wednesday will feature a special luncheon pro- 
gram on “Scouting”’. 


ARKANSAS 


Fort Smith: The Reverend and Mrs. Robert I. 
Doom and sons, Robert I. Jr., James Phillip, and 
John Thomas were welcomed by the First Presby- 
terian Church, Fort Smith, Ark. at an informal 
reception on Sunday evening, Nov. 16, 1958. The 
reception followed the Sunday Family Night serv- 
ice which is held each week from October to 
March. All of the departments of the church 
were represented in the large gathering. 


Mr. Doom assumed his duties at the First Church 
on Nov. 1 as assistant pastor with Christian Ed- 
ucation as his special field. He succeeded Mr. L. 
King Howard who had been Director of Church 
Activities for the past four years and who re- 
signed, effective Aug. 1, 1958. 


Mr. Doom is a graduate of Arkansas College and 
Columbia Theological Seminary with Fellowship 
(Magna Cum Laude). He has served as associate 
pastor in Troy, Alabama and for the past three 
years was pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
at Earle, Ark. The family residence in Fort Smith 
is at 510 N. 34th St. 
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Fort Smith:—Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes, business 
man of Miami, Florida, was the Stewardship 
speaker at the Pre-Budget Every Member Canvass 


dinner at the First Presbyterian Church, Fort 


Smith, Ark. on Nov. 2, 1958 at 5:00 P. M. For 
the past two years, the canvass for pledges has 
been completed before the church officers have 
set up the budget for the coming year. , 


Mr. Keyes also spoke at the morning service of 
the Presbyferian Church in Alma, Ark. and at the 
evening service of the Second Presbyterian Church 
in Fort Smith. He was accompanied on his trip 
by Mrs. Keyes. 


Deaths 


Maurice Bedwell, Jr., thirty-nine, elder and 
past Sunday School Superintendent in First Pres- 
byterian Church, Fort Smith, Ark., died suddenly 
Nov. 14, 1958. Reared in this church, he faithfully 
assumed the deep insight and responsibilities of a 
working Christian. Survivors are his wife, three 
daughters, mother and father, one brother. 


Dr. John Scott Johnson 


Dr. John Scott Johnson was born September 8, 
1871, Calverton, Virginia; married Sarah Louise 
Mitchell, Washington, D. C., October 12, 1905. 
Dr. Johnson had many brief pastorates before com- 
ing to Augusta, Georgia in 1926. He was Pastor 
of Sibley Memorial Presbyterian Church from 1926 
to 1947. Although the membership of this Church 
was small, he ministered to countless numbers in 
Augusta, Georgia. Evidence of the love for him by 
members of other Churches is proven by the fact 
that a member of another church gave him a home 
in Augusta, Georgia. All who knew him regarded 
him as a man of God who believed in prayer and © 
placed the motto “Prayer Changes Things” on the. 
front wall of the Church. Many things said of 
the Saints of old may truly be said of Dr. Johnson 
that he walked with God and he was a man in 
whom there was no guile. 


After leaving Augusta, Dr. Johnson was presi- 
dent of the Georgia Bible Institute in Athens, 
Georgia. He passed away in Orlando, Florida, Oc- 
tober 31, 1958. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


ORANGE PRESBYTERY: The Presbytery at the 
Fall meeting named October as “Life of Christ” 
month and asked our people to give twenty minutes 
a day to the reading and study of the Gospels, 
using as guide “Jesus Of Nazareth’? and outline 
life of Christ prepared by Rev. H. R. McFayden.* 
The motto for the season was “30 Days With 
Jesus’. The idea appealed to many of our pastors 
and our people. 5600 copies were placed in 53 
churches. No report or check on readers was 
planned. However, 23 churches, using 1485 books 
have reported 2343 readers. 


The actual number of readers will never be 
known, as many churches, some of the largest, 
made no provision for checking and are not willing 
to venture an estimate. The books were generally 
placed in families. Some were not used. Others 
were used by several persons. 


Some churches are yet to make the ‘380 Days 
With Jesus” venture. One church of 700 mem- 
bers will use the month of March making it a pre- 
Easter campaign. This church will place a book in 
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the hands of every woman in the church and so 
reach every family, using the Secretary of Spiritual 
Life in the various circles. 


The highest record was made, apparently, by the 
Sedgefield church. Rev. Lee Adkins, Pastor. This 
is a new church with a heavy building program. 
97 — They used 100 books and had 388 
readers. 


*Price 50c per copy. May be purchased Scott 
Publishing Company, 87 Pintard Avenue, New 
Rochelle, N. Y. | 


The Reidsville Crusade For Christ 
By Julius Bradshaw 


The Two-weeks United Crusade for Christ, re- 


cently ended, was the most successful event of its . 


kind ever held in Reidsville, N. C. area. Dr. Jim- 
mie Johnson and his team worked on a various 
and strenuous schedule as may be seen in the fol- 
lowing statistics. 


The team conducted chapel programs in four 
grammar and three high schools for 2,700 stu- 
dents. Provided programs for three civic clubs 
with 150 members present, and for eighteen 
Church, Sunday School and Youth services at- 
tended by 3,650 persons. These along with the 
12,200 who attended the regular Crusade serv- 
ices made a grand total of 18,100 persons ad- 
dressed by members of the team during the two 
weeks period. They also participated in 18 radio 
broadcasts. 

The actual expenses of the Crusade were $2,- 
278.99 all of which has been paid. Nothing was 
in the actual budget for Dr. Johnson, but after 
the budget had been met, those attending the 
closing services were given an opportunity to 
make a love offering to Dr. Johnson for his 
services. 


In addition to the nearly 500 actual decisions 
made, there will be many far reaching results 
from the Crusade which will deepen and strengthen 
the spiritual life and work of all the churches 
and the community life as a whole. There was a 
greater unity of spirit and of cooperation on the 
part of the ministers and members of the various 
churches than in any campaign ever held here. 


The desires and prayers of the members of the 
Crusade Committee are, that our Lord might have 
been glorified by all that was done, and that we 
might have the joy of seeing more consecrated in- 
— serving Him in our community in the 
uture. 


Any one interested for such a crusade for their 
community could contact Dr. Jimmie. Johnson, 
Fuquay Springs, N. C. 


MISSISSIPPI 
Dr. G. T. Gillespie 


Dr. G. T. Gillespie, 73, president emeritus of 
Belhaven College, died of a cerebral hemorrhage 
at the University Hospital in Jackson November 18. 


Dr. Gillespie’s tenure of office at Belhaven was 


from 1921 to 1954. During his administration the | 


college was granted full accreditation in all of the 
applicable educational associations, both national 
and regional, and-added more than a million dol- 
lars to its assets. 


Under his leadership as president of Belhaven 
Dr. Gillespie arranged for Belhaven to sponsor 
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the organization of the Jackson Music Associa- 
tion (a community concert series), the Jackson 
Symphony Orchestra and the Jackson Opera Guild. 
All three cultural organizations became independent 
civic groups after a few years of growth and orga- 
nization. 


The college, during Dr. Gillespie’s administra- 
tion, erected five buildings on the campus, added 
25 acres to the grounds, constructed a 10-acre 
lake on campus and greatly increased the en- 
dowment. Belhaven was merged with Mississippi 
Synodical College at Holly Springs in 1939, and 
the assets of MSC were transferred to Jackson. 


An ordained minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., Dr. Gillespie served pastorates in 
Emporia, Va.: Cordell, Okla.; Lexington, Miss., 
and Durant, Miss., before accepting the presidency 
of Belhaven. He was pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Madison, Miss., at the time of his death. 


Dr. Gillespie was born. at Arkabutla, Tate Coun- 
ty, Mississippi, on Feb. 10, 1885, the son of Dr. 
George Yancey and Lillie Barry Gillespie. He was 
educated at the University of Mississippi, Oxford, 
where he received his bachelor of arts degree; at 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., 
where he was awarded his bachelor of divinity, 
and Southwestern in Memphis, Tenn., granted him 
the doctor of divinity in 1928. 


Dr. Gillespie was a former president of the 
Southern Association of Colleges for Women and 
was a member of the National Council of Boy 
Scouts of America. He was appointed a special 
representative, U. S. Department of Labor, and 
was supervisor of merit examinations for the 
Mississippi Employment Service. He was chairman 
of the Advisory Committee on Personnel, Mis- 
sissippi Unemployment Compensation Committee. 


Dr. Gillespie was moderator of the Synod of 
Mississippi, Presbyterian Church, U. S., in 1938, 
and served on the General Assembly’s Committee 
on Cooperation and Union. He was a director of 
the Jackson Chamber of Commerce and of the 
Jackson Opera Guild, was a member of Delta Psi, 
Masons (K.T.) and Kiwanis. 


Dr. Gillespie is survived by his widow, Lula 
Tyler Gillespie of Jackson; his five children who 
are Dr. George Edward Gillespie, Dr. G. T. Gilles- 
pie, Jr., Mrs. David Wilson (Sarah Barry), Mrs. 
George Brock (Virginia), all of Jackson, and 
Mrs. George E. Haynes, (Elizabeth), of Tampa, 
Fla., and his 13 grandchildren. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


CHARLESTON — Four of the Charleston Pres- 
byterian Churches Rebecca Littlepage, Lydia Rob- 
son, Perrow Memorial, and McKinnon Memorial 
—united in a “Crusade for Christ” at McKinnon 
Church November 9 through 14. Rev. Leighton 
Ford, Billy Graham’s associate evangelist, was the 
preacher and Rev. Irv. Chambers served as song 
leader and youth worker. Attendance ranging 
from 400 to 500 each night filled the new Mc- 
Kinnon sanctuary to capacity. There were a 
number of first-time decisions for Christ and 
many rededications. The four participating 
churches were all strengthened by the Crusade. 
Rev. E. Joseph Hulse is pastor of Rebecca Little- 
page and Lydia Robson churches, Rev. Otis Fisher 
of Perrow Memorial, and Rev. Charles W. McNutt 
of McKinnon Memorial. 


Give The Journal to Your Friends! 
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